Golden Bay Museum

Te Waka Huia o Mohua

NEWSLETTER: June

2017

Kia ora koutou, Members & Supporters
Autumn has finally arrived, and the Golden Bay/Mohua community has settled back into itself.
For the museum staff and board it’s a time of transition as the exhibition changes, and the Society reports
to its members at the Annual General Meeting. More on these and other topics below.

Additional funding from Tasman District Council

Notice of AGM

Good news is always a pleasure to receive. For small museums, good news
accompanied by additional funding is a wonderful boost in many ways.
On 23 March Tasman District Council approved additional one-off funding to
three district museums in Takaka, Motueka and Murchison. For Golden Bay
Museum the grant is $15,000 in each of two financial years 2016/17 and
2017/18—a total of $30,000. This equals a 30% supplement to the current annual funding, and was a wonderful surprise. Council’s Long Term Plan for 2018
-28 will consider whether to continue the funding into the future
Because of the one-off nature of this funding, the museum board is taking a
careful approach to how the money will be used. As an employer and a small
charity, extra pressure has been put on us to comply with reporting and health
and safety requirements, and fundraising has been a big part of our viability.
Like many community organisations, we are also noticing increased difficulty in
finding unpaid volunteers to take on responsibilities such as Treasurer. Paying
an honorarium may be necessary. These extra funds will take a bit of pressure
off having to fundraise, though we still see grant applications as the best way to
fund major capital projects such as the whalery.

EVENT! Friday 9 June
Takaka Memorial Library, 1.30 pm

Hear Geoff Rennison (who managed
the park for 23 years) talk about
Abel Tasman National Park,
“the eccentric among our national parks”.
in association with First Encounter 375
Whakamaharatanga
toru rau ma whitu tekau ma rima

left: Tangaroa (Takaka marble
on Oamaru stone; approx
750mm high)
We warmly acknowledge
Jocelynne Bacci’s generosity
in allowing us to display two
of her sculptures on a searelated theme in our whalery.
The other piece (also created
from Takaka marble) is a
stylised waka.

Sunday 25 June 2017 at 2 pm
Members and friends are invited to the
Annual General Meeting
of the Golden Bay Museum Society Inc.
to be held in the Anglican Church Hall
42 Commercial St, Takaka
(behind the church)
—————
Speaker, Dr Philip Simpson:
The natural and cultural history of
Abel Tasman National Park
Afternoon tea follows the AGM & Speaker
————————
Board members, 2017/18:
Four current Board members are willing to
stand for re-election, and nominations are
invited for places on the Board (maximum 9)
from financial members.
Please phone Penny Griffith (524-8112) if
you’re interested in putting your name forward.

THANKS!
Community and other support keeps us going
in our ongoing funding and other challenges.
We especially note our appreciation of:

 National Services Te Papa Tongarewa: A

grant of $1500 towards developing detailed
plans to implement the 2013 concept drawings
prepared by professional designer Sally Papps.
This will allow local stories to be better presented.

 All our volunteers! We warmly thank all our

volunteers for the time they have given to the museum over the summer season. Front-of-house
volunteers are our public face, bringing warmth
and vitality to the museum.
Please contact Rohan at the museum if you’d like
to be a volunteer next summer.
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Recent Donation: Mac Harwood’s Crinoids
Crinoids (pronounced ‘cry-noids’) are marine animals which look quite
like plants and are attached to the seabed . Some 600 species still exist,
but they were more diverse in the very distant past, being known from
fossilised remains.
Mac Harwood recently donated his collection of fossilised crinoid specimens
found in quartzite marble rocks of the Upper Takaka valley. Of several
different types, they date from the Ordovician period (approx 450 million
years ago), when New Zealand was still part of Gondwanaland.
We are very grateful to Mac for this interesting collection, which will help
explain Golden Bay/Mohua’s fascinating geological history.
Please contact museum staff if you’re involved in a local organisation or
business that wants to dispose of its records, or even if you’re not sure
what to do with your personal collections of photographs etc.

Waitui Goldfields Trip: A great success
Our visit to the former Waitui goldfields in Upper Takaka on
11 February was a huge success, with 45 adults and several
children participating, on a perfect day.
We heard from Blue Horton, whose grandparents worked the
small river for six years in the depression of the 1930s, and also
from Dr Mike Johnston of Nelson, who explained some of the
dramatic geological events that shaped the immediate landscape.
Gold was first found in the Waitui in mid-1858, but no traces
remain of the workings, because manual alluvial gold-mining is
very low impact. The river now powers a small hydro plant driving
an irrigation system, with any surplus fed into the national grid.

Updates
 First Encounter 375 / Whakamaharatanga
toru rau ma whitu tekau ma rima: 2017 is the
375th anniversary of Abel Tasman’s voyage,
which put New Zealand on the world map for
the first time. Golden Bay/Mohua is where the
“first encounter” took place between Maori
and people of another race. A small local
group is planning events for the second half of
the year, especially around the anniversary
dates of 18/19 December. More info on:
www.abeltasman.org.nz
 Whalery & whale skeleton: Latest additions
are safety strips on the doors, with the wording
and our logo. We appreciate the care Cutting
Edge (Nelson) has taken over the signage.
Alan McLean is not yet able to provide a
completion date for the skeleton. We again
acknowledge this is a special undertaking and
a big project. It will be wonderful to welcome
the skeleton when it is ready.

About Us & Our Services
Our Staff (staff are part-time; available Monday to Thursday, 9am-3pm)
Karen Johnson: Museum Services Manager; Sally Gaffney: Archivist &
Collections/Exhibitions Assistant; Rohan Maheno: Administration Assistant.
Our Board: Clive Bird, Geoff Rennison, Jenny Treloar, Pat Ballard (Sec’y),
Penny Griffith (Chair/Acting Treasurer), Robin Manson, Robin Riley.
TDC rep.: Grant Knowles. The Board meets monthly (but not in January)
Contact Us:
phone: +64-3-525 6268; postal: 73 Commercial Street, Takaka 7110
email: info@goldenbaymuseum.org.nz
www.goldenbaymuseum.org.nz
Please Note: Research enquiries are by appointment only. Exhibition area
displays open 10-4 Monday-Saturday; 1-4 Sunday & public holidays.
Closed Good Friday & Christmas Day.

Donations & Membership:
We rely on donations to top up our grant from Tasman District
Council. As a registered charity we issue tax credit receipts for
donations over $5. That means you could get back 33% of your
donation!
Payments can be made online to the Golden Bay Museum Society
Inc BNZ bank account: 02-0764-0063386-97
(Please include your name in ‘Reference’ and email your details to:
goldenbaymuseum@xtra.co.nz (so we can send you a receipt)
OR post with a cheque to: 73 Commercial Street, Takaka 7110

Proudly
supported by

We enjoy adding new members to our growing list; please
encourage your friends to join us, too. A growing membership
list gives our grant applications a stronger case. Membership
fees are currently $20 single; $25 joint/family. You receive 10%
discount on Museum publications plus other benefits, such as
invitations to openings.

